Hormone receptors in male breast carcinoma.
It is well established that approximately 60% of female breast cancers contain estrogen receptors (ER+). The hormonal receptor status of male breast cancers remains relatively unknown. Tumor tissue from 14 patients has been reviewed at the University of Oregon Health Sciences Center. Specimens of all 14 patients were ER+ with a range of 5.5 to 374 fmol/mg protein. Eight of 12 patients had tumors which also contained progesterone receptors (PR+) with a range of 42 to 1852 fmol/mg protein. Nine patients were treated by modified radical mastectomy, two by radical mastectomy, one by simple mastectomy, and two by biopsies only. Twelve patients remain free of disease with a mean follow-up of less than 2 years. The two patients who developed metastases both responded to endocrine ablation by orchiectomy and subsequent adrenalectomy. These data suggest that male breast cancer is highly endocrine sensitive and that endocrine ablation can play an integral part in those men unfortunate enough to develop disseminated disease.